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Master of the Queen's Musick. C.H .. K.C.V.O. 

by Andrew Guyatt 

Arthur Bliss was born in London on 2nd of August. 1891. He was educated at 
Rugby and later at Pembroke College. Cambridge. receiving his B.A. and Mus.Bae. 
in 1913. His first, pre-war attempts at musical composition were later withdrawn 
and Bliss ackrrowledged only those dating from 1918. Among the first of these were 
Madame Noy, Rhapsody, Rout and Conversations and from such seeds of what was 
thought to be scandalously avant-garde exploration grew the Bliss of the Colour 
Symphony. Violin Concerto, Things to Come and, of course. the great ballets. 

In 1923 he left England for the United States and for two years lived in Santa 
Barbara, California. Here he met his future wife. Trudy Hoffmann. with whom he 
was to enjoy a long and happy marriage. 

Shortly after his return to England Bliss wrote the orchestral Hymn to Apollo and 
the Introduction and Allegro and in 1939 he was commissioned to write a piano 
concerto for the New York World's Fair. The first performance was given there by 
the great Solomon. with Sir Adrian Soult directing the New York 
Philharmonic-Symphony Orchestra - a formidable combination and a resounding 
success. 

From 1942 until 1944 he was the BBC's Director of Music. In 1950 he received a 
knighthood and three years later succeeded Sir Arnold Bax as Master of the Queen's 
Musick, discharging his duties with a remarkable aptness unique in •he long history of 
this royal appointment. 

To his various offices, including the Presidencies of the Performing Rights Society 
and the Composers' Guild of Great Britain. he devoted considerable time and energy 
and his services to music were suitably recognised when he was made K.C.V.O. in 
1969 and Companion of Honour in 1971. 

On Maundy Thursday, 1975. Bliss died of cancer. A memorial service was held in 
Westminster Abbey later in the same year and this very moving occasion was 
broadcast to the nation on BBC Radio 3, as befitted the man who had contributed so 
much to ceremonial music. Shortly afterwards Lord Britten also passed away and 
with the loss of the two elder statesmen of British music came the end of an era. 

Bliss' art was English by nature and international in appeal. He created in a very 
personal way an important link between Elgarian lyricism and neoclassical ideals. In 
the ballet Checkmate he gave Britain its only really successful and lasting stage work. 

Sir Arthur Bliss was tireless in his encouragement of younger musicians and 
composers, giving his time and resources fully to all who approached him for help. 
His consistently warm nature always reminded me of the nickname he gave himself 
when writing to his wife from abroad. It says much about his character ... 'Marquis of 
Felicity'. 
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